
January 8, 2024 

Calendar 

 

 

January 15 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Holiday, No School 

 

January 16-18 

Interim STAAR Testing 

 

 

January 18 

Westside’s Showcase, 

5-7 PM 

 

January 20 

Attendance Appeal Reg-

istration, 8:00 AM 

2023-

2024  

HISD  

Calen-

dar 

 

Save the Date for Showcase 

All students and families interested in learning more about 

Westside’s offerings are invited to our Showcase on January 

18, from 5-7 PM. Spread the word to your friends and neigh-

bors! 

https://www.houstonisd.org/_calendars#calendar1/20231102/month
https://www.houstonisd.org/_calendars#calendar1/20231102/month
https://www.houstonisd.org/_calendars#calendar1/20231102/month
https://www.houstonisd.org/_calendars#calendar1/20231102/month
https://www.houstonisd.org/_calendars#calendar1/20231102/month
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Altered Bell Schedule for Interim Testing 
January 16-18 

(Subject to Adjustments as Needed) 

Non-Testers 

Testers 

Time Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

7:45 am – 9:15 am 1st period 1st period 2nd period 1st p: 7:45 – 8:38 

2nd p: 8:43 – 9:38 

9:20 am – 10:50 am 2nd period 3rd period 3rd period 3rd p: 9:43- 10:36 

4th p: 10:41 – 11:34 

10:55 am – 11:55 am Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch: 11:38 – 12:31 

12:05 pm – 1:35 pm 4th period 5th period 4th period 5th p: 12:36 – 1:29 

1:40 pm – 3:25 pm 6th period 7th period 6th period 6th p: 1:34 – 2:27 

7th p: 2:32 – 3:25 

Time Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

7:45 am – 9:15 am Interim Testing 1st p: 7:45 – 8:38 

9:20 am – 10:50 am English 1 English 2/Biology Algebra / USH 2nd p: 8:43 – 9:38 

3rd p: 9:43- 10:36 

10:55 am – 11:55 am Lunch Lunch Lunch 4th p: 10:41 – 11:34 

Lunch: 11:38 – 12:31 

5th p: 12:36 – 1:29 

12:05 pm – 1:35 pm 4th period 5th period 4th period 6th p: 1:34 – 2:27 

1:40 pm – 3:25 pm 6th period 7th period 6th period 7th p: 2:32 – 3:25 

Students enrolled in English I and II, Algebra I, Biology, and US History will be taking in-

terim STAAR exams next week.  

 

General information for testers:   

• Testers will need their student ID, charged laptop and charger 

• Report time each day is 7:45 AM 
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Announcements 

Click to learn more about HB114 related to vaping: 

 https://www.houstonisd.org/Page/199791  

https://www.houstonisd.org/Page/199791
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Alumni Breakfast 2024 

On January 5th, Westside wel-

comed alumni back to the pack 

for our annual Alumni Breakfast. 

Students from as far back as 

Class of 2007 attended, despite 

the rain and the early hour.  

The former students have attend-

ed universities and colleges near 

and far, including HCC, UH, UT, 

TAMU, SFA, Houston Christian 

University, Brigham Young Uni-

versity, Virginia Tech, De Paul 

University and more. Their areas of study include Nursing, Art, Theatre, Math, Pub-

lishing, Business, Finance, Engineering, Computer Science, History, and Pre-Med. 

Thanks to all of the alumni for coming back and reconnecting. Thanks also to our PTO 

for organizing and hosting this annual event. Once a Wolf, always a Wolf! 
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Announcements 

List of Clubs 
& Orgs 
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Go 

Wolves! 

https://www.houstonisd.org/domain/37759
https://www.houstonisd.org/domain/37759
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PTO Announcements 
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College Center Announcements 

Financial aid: 
FAFSA - While FAFSA traditionally becomes available 
every October, due to major changes to the application 
and website, the 2024-2025 FAFSA application will not be 
made available until December 2023. An official release 
date has not been confirmed but colleges across the U.S. 
are aware of this change. However, the College Center is 
recommending students to still submit by the original pri-
ority deadline of January 15th, to be safe. A major change 
to keep out for is that what was previously known as the 
“Student Aid Report” will now be shown as “FAFSA Sub-
mission Summary.” 
TASFA – The biggest update to share about TASFA this 
year is that it will now available online! Each student and 
one parent/guardian will create an account and complete 
the application online and will have the ability to send their 
completed online TASFA applications to up 10 schools. 

 
Scholarships: 

HISD has provides students with a list of “Hot Scholar-
ships” that are available to them throughout their senior 
year. The Hot Scholarship list for October-December is 
accessible through each student Schoolinks account and 
be found the by following these steps: Digital Resources > 
Schoolinks > Finances > Scholarship Matching  

 
Testing: 

SAT for Seniors - There are still several opportunities for 
seniors to take the SAT and/or ACT this school year! 
While many schools remain test optional, meaning SAT 
test scores are not required to be sent as part of the ad-
missions process, a school may still ask for a student’s 
test scores to determine that they are “college ready.” To 
meet this criterion, a student must have scored the follow-
ing: Evidence-based Reading & Writing: 480 and Math: 
530 
SAT for Juniors - A major change to the SAT is that 
starting in March 2024, all SAT exams given will be digi-
tal. Click here to find upcoming test dates for the 2023-
2024 academic year. Juniors will take the School Day 
SAT in March 2024, and are recommended not to test 
before then as they will not have covered some material 
yet. 
ACT – Click here to find upcoming test dates for the 2023-
2024 academic year. 

 
College and Career Planning: 

• College Center Advisors are currently presenting in all 
Senior English 4 classes to discuss all things related to 
the college application process and Schoolinks account 
setup/utilization. 

• Open lab in in the college center is as follows: 

 During lunch 

 Off campus (7th period) 

 After school (on occasions if we’re in a class-
room presentation throughout the day)   

 On very few occasions, the college center 
will be closed due to presentations or trainings. 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstudentaid.gov%2F&data=05%7C01%7CBarbara.Nassab%40houstonisd.org%7C08863221309b469b42ba08dbc6a10c8f%7Cf5eb996693364b3388959982425b13ed%7C0%7C0%7C638322167220568232%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWI
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.highered.texas.gov%2Four-work%2Fempowering-our-students%2Ftasfa%2F&data=05%7C01%7CBarbara.Nassab%40houstonisd.org%7C08863221309b469b42ba08dbc6a10c8f%7Cf5eb996693364b3388959982425b13ed%7C0%7
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsatsuite.collegeboard.org%2Fhelp-center%2Fwhat-are-anticipated-sat-test-dates&data=05%7C01%7CBarbara.Nassab%40houstonisd.org%7C08863221309b469b42ba08dbc6a10c8f%7Cf5eb996693364b3388959982425b13e
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.act.org%2Fcontent%2Fact%2Fen%2Fproducts-and-services%2Fthe-act%2Fregistration.html&data=05%7C01%7CBarbara.Nassab%40houstonisd.org%7C08863221309b469b42ba08dbc6a10c8f%7Cf5eb996693364b33889599


School Web Address: 

https://www.houstonisd.org/westsidehs   
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Quick Links 

HISD Web Address: 

https://www.houstonisd.org  

School Pay:  

https://www.schoolpay.com/ 

Submit stories and photos for eNews: 

barbara.nassab@houstonisd.org 

https://www.houstonisd.org/westsidehs
https://www.houstonisd.org
https://www.schoolpay.com/
mailto:barbara.nassab@houstonisd.org

